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SCHEME 


U ttely Aboliſhing the pre- 
ſent heavy and vexatious 7 
of Tithe, Ec. 1 


1 $i] R, | : 
CCORDING to — Deſire 1 have 
A put into writing the Matter of ſome 
Converſations we had together when 
you were pleaſed to honour me with your 
Company at my Houſe in the County of 
C. — . As you are always contriving Schemes 
yourſelf, or liſtening to what others have to 
propoſe, for the public Good, I do not won- 
der that you are fo intent upon having this 
Affair of Tithes, which you think of ſo great 
importance, fully examined and ſettled for 
the Quiet and Eaſe of the Kingdom. 
Whoever gives himſelf the bla to con- 
ſider our domeſtic Affairs muſt ſee that moſt 
of the Grievances we labour under ariſe from 
the preſent heavy and vexatious Tax of Tithe. 
It diſcourages Agriculture, the Linen Manu- 
fatture, and Improvements of all forts. It 
ſets the Clergy and the Laity at perpetual va- 
riance; and, by this means, 1 uſe the Cler- 
gy might be of is defeated. There is hardly 
a Year but freſh Demands are made for Tithe. 
The Diſpute about Agiſtment was of general 
concern to the whole om; and the 3 
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of Commons thought fit to interpoſe, to ſtop 
the Progreſs of the Clergy in this new Demand, 
Hops, Potatoes, Flax, Hemp, and many o- 
ther Productions of the Earth, are continual 
Grounds of Quarrel. Nay the Manner: and 
Circumſtances of tithing Corn, Hay, Wool, 
Lamb, Calves, c. &c. produce freſh Law- 


Suits, and all their Evil Conſequences, every 


Day. Theſe Miſchiefs we all ſee and feel. 
I believe every body then will be apt to aſk 
the Queſtion, How ſhall they be remedied ? 
You, Sir, were pleaſed to think favourably 
of the Scheme we talked of, and to ſay that 
the more you thought of it, you liked it the 
better: and therefore you deſired that it might 
be propoſed to the Public, that if it appears 


to the Legiſlature in general, as it did to you 


in particular, for the public Good, it may be 
brought into execution: or if not, that it may 
excite ſome other Perſon to . a Cure 
equal to the Diſeaſe, .. 

From the Hiſtory of all Ages, and from 
the Nature of Things, I believe it may be 
proved that Society cannot ſubſiſt without Re- 
ligion; and that Religion (whatever ſome En- 
thuſiaſts have pretended) cannot ſubſiſt with- 
out Miniſters to attend the Offices of it. 
[Theſe Miniſters or Prieſts: have always been 
ſuppoſed to be thus uſeful to Society, and 
therefore have always been ſupported at the 
public Expence. I own indeed they have de- 
ſerved it at; ſometimes more than at, others. 
The Miniſters of Religion have often acted 
juſt like other Setts of Men, in embracing fa- 
vourable Opportunities to promote their own 


. Intereſt, and have impoſed upon Mankind 


many Superſtitions. and Abſurdities, for this 
8 But we —_ n that from the 
| Days 


1 


o 


(s) 

Days: of Homer the grand Founder of Super. 
ſtition, to the Reign of Benedi# XIV. the 
preſent chief Pontiff, we ſhall hardly find any 
ſet of Prieſts who did not recommend Reſig+ 
nation to the Divine Will, and Beneficence to 
Mankind, as the principal Virtues, and the 
Foundation of all others. So far they have 
contributed to the Good and Happineſs of their 
fellow Creatures, and fo far they have deſerv- 
ed well. And we muſt- acknowledge that 
our own Clergy do preach up'theſe generous, 
Principles, and that with leſs alloy of Super- 
ſtition than any Prieſts the World ever ſaw. 
Taking it then for granted that they are an 
uſeful Set of Men, tho' indeed I think they 
might be made much more uſeful than they 
are, (but of that another time) I would draw 
this Conſequence from it, which all the World 
has drawn already, that they are to be encou- 
raged and made eaſy, - Their Parents ſpend a 

t Part of their Subſtance in their Educa- 
tion : The Geatlemen themſelves employ the 
beſt Part of their Lives in preparing for the 
Exerciſe of this Function; They afterwards 
give up themſelves and all their Time intirely | 
to it; and it is a Maxim of Juſtice, that the 
Labourer is worthy of his Hire. This is a 
political way of arguing. As to the divine 
Appointment of any particular Way of ſup- 
porting them, ſuch as by Tithes, I think it 
is now almoſt univerſally given up, even by 
themſelves. But however, as ſuch Appoint- 
ment was once firmly believed in the Chri- 
ſtian as well as the Jewiſh Religion, it thereby 
became the eſtabliſned Method of maintaining 
them throughout the Chriſtian World. At 
the Reformation the ſame way was continu. 
ed, and hath-been ever ſince; tha? our Princes 
2897170 A 3 and 
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and Parliaments have often interpoſed to rel 

late many Particulars of Tithe, which be- 

re the Reformation they hardly durſt at- 
pd ch Ger e ee 17 3 
I know the ſame Power is ſtill in them, and 
I think there is now the ſame occaſion to ex- 
ert it, therefore I preſume to mention the fol- 
towing Scheme, That hereafter, in lieu of all 
forts of Tithe; the Poſſeſſors of every Town- 
Land in this Kingdom, ſhalt' pay a certain 
fixed Sum of Money to the Parſon, Appro- 
priator, Im opriator, Rector, Vicar, or 
Curate of the Pariſh, wherein ſuch Town- 
Land doth lie, "according to their ſeveral 


Rights, by way of Chief-Rent. That cer- 


tain Commiſſioners ſhall be appointed, ſix for 
each Dioceſe, half Clergy and half Laity, to 
go and view upon the Spot; and from therice 
make a Return of the Number of Acres of 
each Town-Land in every Pariſh, and what 
every Acre, one With another, in eath Towns 
Land, is fairly and honeſtly worth, or could 
be ſet for to a ſolvent Tenant,  'That thefe 
Commiſſioners have a Power to ſefid for Per- 
ſons, Papers, and Records, and examine Wit. 
neſſes upon Oath, that by their own'Triſpees 
tion, and the Information of others they may 


be able to judge of the Quancity and the true 
T 


Value of the Lands. t a Return ſhall 


be made by theſe Commiſſioners actordingly, 


to the Houſe of Commons, the firſt' Day of 
the next Seſſion of Parliament, that if there 
be any reafonable Objection to be made againſt 
any Part of ſuch Return it may then be heard. 


That a Law ſhould be then made to raiſe the 


tenth part of the value of the ſeveral Lands 
reſpeCtively as an annual Tax to be paid by 
the Poſſeſſors to the Perſons who now have a 
* | . Right 


e 
Right to the Tithe, inſtead. of all Tithes: 
whatſoever, | And if there be any Diſputes 
about the Bounds of Pariſhes, that theſe. Com- 
miſſioners have a Power nally. to bear and 
determine them. 

This is in ſhort che Scheme, But becauſy 
man y Objections have been made againft its 
1 — now conſider them. And che firſt is, 
9055. I. chat to give the Clergy a Power to 

drive and diſtrain for this Tax by way of Chick, 
Rent and before all others, would be to make the 
Rents of the King and other Landlords more 
precirious and uncertain: and would be pays 
ing a Compliment to the Clergy they no ways 
deſerve. - I ſhall not here enter. into an Exas 
mination of their Merit but only obſerve in 
anſwer to this, that the Law is thus far in 
their fav our already, ſo that this would not 
give them any new Power or Authority. 
For if the King or any oer Landlord now 
dliſtrains: far Rent, the Tithe is not ſubject to 
ſuch Diſtreſs: but the Perſon who owns the 
Tithe hath, in ſuch a Caſe, as good a Claim 
to it from the King or other ſuch Landlord, 
as he chuld have from the Tenant. Sao that 
whatever : Deficiencies there may be in the 
Rent, the Parſon cannot be depri ved of his 
Tithe, and his claim is allowed, by Law, in 
the firſt place. Heſides the Tithe is ſo incon 
fidetable a Fart of the Whole, and to be ſure 
would nat be eſtimated to the higheſt Value: 
that even ſuppoſing, which in truth is not the 
Caſe, that this Scheme granted chem. a .new 
Power, thets could not any very ul Conſe- 
quences follow from it. 

O5. H. Another Obj 


jection is, chat a great 
deal of Labour and Fatigue would hereby be im- 
poſed upon the Commiſſioners, who ſhould be 


A 4 appoint- 
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appointed to ride about and inſpect ev 
Town- Land in every Pariſh in their Hor 
tive Dioceſſes. Every botly muſt acknow- 
lege that this would be an Hardſhip on them. 
But I would fain hope that there may be» 
found ſix ſuch Patriots in every Dioceſe. in 
this Kingdom, who would facrifice their Eaſe 
for a little while, in order to ſettle the Quiet 
and Peace of the Kingdom, for ever. But 
if there ſnould be a Gratuity of fifty W 
or ſome ſuch Sum, allowed to each of the 
Commiſſioners, to defray their Expence, on 
this Occaſion, I think it would be no Loſs 
to the Nation. It would neceſſarily be ſpent 
amongſt ' exrſelves, and would 3 the 
ſpending of Sums vaſtly 7 pager „ in Law. 

O57. III. It may like wi be objected that it 
would be no eaſy Matter to get theſe Com- 
miſſioners together, and toregulatetheir manner 


_ of Proceeding. ' To this I would only fay, 


that a Day ſhall be fixed for their meeting in 
| ſome Place within their reſpective Dioceſſes; 


and if any of them neglect to come, then 


they who do appear, ſhall act for all: And 
if any of them die, the Survivors ſhall chuſe 
others in their room: And any of them may 
have a Power to adminiſter an Oath to the 
reſt, that they will to the beſt of their Know- 
ledge and Skill make a fair, an honeſt and 
impartial) Return of what is required of them 
touching the Quantity and Value of the Lands 
within the ſeveral Pariſhes of the Dioceſe 
of ——-, That they ſhall have a Power to 
adjourn from Time to Time, and from Place 
to Place within their reſpective Dioceſſes, and 
that a Majority of the Commiſſioners preſent 
ſhall always determine rol the Whole. 
| Another 


(9). 
O. TV. Another Objeftion againſt this 
Scheme is, that as this is a new Thing it would 
be attended with a great deal of Confuſion; I 
am ſure the Deſign of it is to prevent Confu- 
fion, and to ſettle Peace for ever. And to 
on that it would do ſo, I have taken the 
odel from an old Inſtitution, It hath 
ſucceeded very well in a parallel Caſe ; 
and I think, if brought into Execution, it 
cannot fail of the ſame Succeſs in this. It 
is enacted” by Parliament, that for the ſup- 
port of the Miniſters of the ſeveral Pariſhes 
in the Cities and great Towns of this Kings» 
dom, certain fixed Sums of Money ſhall be 
ed by the Inhabitants in Proportion to 
the value of the Houſes they dwell in, and 
that the Privy-Council ſhall determine what is 
the value of theſe Houſes. This hath made 
the Miniſters and the People in theſe Cities 
and Towns eafy ever ſince. Now here is the 
very ſame ſcheme, propoſed with regard to 
the Lands. And if the Privy-Council ſhall 
be. thought moſt proper to determine the vas 
wind of them, I willingly acquieſce.” . 
5j. V. Another Objection is, that whereas 
many Town-lands are parcelled out, and poſſeſ- 
ſed by ſeveral People, it will be a difficult matter 
to Proportion each Man's ſhare of this Tax, 
which is to be payed for the whole. This real- 
ly is an Objection of ſome force. But I think 
the very ſame Method which the Law points 
out to levy any Pariſh Ceſs may be uſed in 
this caſe. It is to be ſuppoſed that the Sum 
is fixed which each Town: land is to pay. If 
there be icveral Perſons inhabiting a Town- 
land, let each Man's ſhare of this Tax be ap- 
portioned by Act of Veſtry on Eaſter-Monday 


— 


| 


| (4e) 
vr Tarſuaæy anmuilly, and let that he! cdbelu- 
five.” HT. ven n cl aids en nets; 
I Oy. VI. Another: Objection is, chat die 


Scheme would] deprivr moſt of che Clergy of 


S af their preſent Revenues: For it is td 
ſed-rhat ohh Tax. wou?d1be laid 

the Lads, accordiug} to the Rent they wurd 
produce to a Land- ard, without any regard 


had to the Tillage and Improvements of the 


Tenant. But as//Phings:are! at]-preſent, the 
Parſon is: unly r intitled to th Tenth of the 
value of the Land, but likt wiſt to the Tenth 
of the Labour and Expence laid aut in Agri: 
culture and otlier ] ements. And there 
fore if this Scheme ert to! take 1 
Clergy. in Corn and Flax Countries wou! 
thereby be conſiderable Looſers. I muſt own 
it. But to mike this Matter as caſy as pole 
ble, I think there might be a clauſe inſtrted 
in favour of che preſent Incumbents, that 
they ſhall have their choice either to — 
their Tithes as formerly; or take the Tax 


ſett led by the Commiſſioners in lieu of all 


Tithes, But that this Tux ſball be the ſup- 
port of their Succeſſors for eber. In this 
caſe, the Preſent ſet of Clergy need not loſer; 
and their Suboeſſdrs will have no Rtaſon to 
complain. And the Preſent Gentlemen con- 
tinually dropping off, will make the preſent 
Tax of Tiches upon Corn an 9 
dvindle, in a ſhort time, quite to nothing 
05. VII. But there is an Objetiom on d . 
other "fide; that this Scheme wou'd lay an heavy 
Tax upon Lands under Stock, which have not 
hitherto paid any, or but very little Tithe. In 
anſwer to this, I would only obſerve, that 1 
believe it is impoſſible to frame any Law for 
whole Kingdom that wo!''d not bring an 
: Inconvenience 


* 


LS. TT it nee 
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Inconvenienee upon ſome Body. But ou 
Legiſlature hath always proceeded upon this 
Maxim, that ALL PRIVATE uusr 


 Vx£LD ro pupLICGOOD, As Things are 


at preſent, the Laborious and Uſeful ſet of 
Men amongſt us, Perſons who raiſe dur Corn 
and our Flax, the grand Supports of our 
Country, are the Perſons who Latour under 
the preſent heavy and I may almoſt ſay, in- 
tollerable Tax of Tithes; while other Perſons 
whom ſome People call the Drgepulators of 
our Country Perſons who are almoſt every 
Day laying waſte Towns and Villages of Men 
to make the larger Room for Beaſts are ex- 
empt from this Burden. This makes me 
think that the preſent is ſo far from being an 
Objection againſt the Scheme that it is a va 
ftrong Argument for it; eſpecially if we con 

fider. further, chat when this Tax is once laid 
upon Lands which have been kept un“ 
der Stock, it will be the moſt prevalent Ar. 
gument to make People Till, and improve 
them: Becauſe ſuch Tillage and Improve. 
ments will not then be liable to the Tax of 
Tithe; which, I am perſuaded, is now one 
of the greateſt diſoouragements to improve - 
ments of all Sorts that we labour under in 
tis Kingdom © come noo tg ee eee 

Oh. VIII. Another Objection againſt this 
Scheme is brought with great Force, by all the 
Clergy. Iod not deſire to have this venera- 
ble Body my Enemies, and therefpre; if paſſible, 
Iwill make them, eaſy in ſo important a Mat- 
ter. The objection is this, tliat Money be- 
ing a Commodity of a fluctuating Value, lefs 
ſening in worth, in Proportion to the Plenty 
of it; and Gold and Silver flowing perpe- 
tually into Kurtbe, a few Years may bring 
10 about 
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Will 


(12) 
about ſuch a Revolution in Money matters, 
that much more of it may be then, neceſſary 
to Purchaſe the conveniencies of Life than is 
at preſent: And therefore it wou d be hard 


to deprive them of a certain Subſiſtance, as 
the Tithe in kind will always be, for a ſum 
of Money, which in a few Tears will not 
Purchaſe half as much as it wou'd at Ppreſent; 
and that by this Scheme they will be in the 
melancholy: Circumſtance of having a MO- 
DUS inſtead of their Tithes, fixed upon them 
by Act of Parliament and irrevocable. This 


may indeed appear an hardſhip. But if theſe 


— will be pleaſed to conſider the pro- 
a le Trouble they are generally at in get - 

home their Tithes, or Money for them; 

he” wany Law-ſyits which neceſſarily attend 
Diſputes about Tithes, upon the preſent foot- 
ing; and above all, the Prejudices they there- 
551 raiſe againſt themſelves or other People 
raiſe againſt them, whieh very much hin- 
der any good Effect their 
98 the People, and which they ought 
to ch atter of the utmoſt Importance, I 
d fain hope ey will give up fuch a 
Plea as this, tho? it were even founded upon 
Reality: Whereas it is only founded upon 
Conjecture, and even upon a bare Poſſibility, 
We ought to think that the Clergy have too 
much publick Spirit to inſiſt upon ſuch an 


Odjection againſt a Scheme calculated to pro- 
mote and perpetuate the Peace and Happineſs 


of the Kingdom. Beſides, if nothing elſe 
their Clamour upon this Occafion, I 
bo ombly propoſe that, if ſuch a Law 

6," Land this Scheme brought into Exe- 
tion,” that it may be N= for fifty or an 


Rk ed Years: And, if at the at" 
o 


> 


(13) 
of that Term, any of theſe Inconveniencies 
ariſe from it,, they may then be remedied. 

I do not recollect any other Objection a- 
gainſt this Scheme, which I think worth 
mentioning. The claim of Divine Right to 
Tithes is juſtly treated with neglect by us 
Proteſtants, whatever it may be by the Pa- 
piſts of Zurope. Therefore I will not take 


any further Notiee of that. And I hope the 


name of Almighty God will no more be uſed 
to ſanctify the corrupt Deſigns of Men. 
Thus, Sir, I have, at your requeſt, ven- 
tured to pat down in writing our Scheme. 
with all the Objections we cou*d-raiſe or hear 
againſt it. 
Every Man in a free Country, as, thanks 
to Heaven, ours is, hath a right to prapoſe to 
the Public and the Legiſlature what he thinks 


vwou'd tend to the Public Good. They are 


the Judges, whether this Scheme wou'd 
duce that or no: And to them I ſubmit it. 

I will only detain you a moment longer, 
in ſumming up the Advantages which ſeem to 
me to ariſe from it, to wit, That it will pre- 
vent all Diſputes between Parſon and Pariſhi- 
oner about Property, which wou*d neceſſarily 
produce an Harmony between them, that is 
much to be deſired, but ſeldom ſeen. Will 
eaſe the Laborious Poor of -a moſt grievous 
Tax, Will encourage Agriculture, and Im- 
provements of all forts. Will recover vaſt 
Tracts of fine Arable Land from the Poſſeſ- 


ſion of Beaſts, and to reſtore them to the Uſe, 
and, I may almoſt ſay, Property, of human 


Creatures, Will prodigiouſly promote the 
Linen Manufacture, by eaſing our Flax of 
that terrible Tax of ten Shillings an Acre, 
which now it pays to the Clergy in all Parts 
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of the Kingdom. Will encourage the Plants, 
ing of Orchards, Hops, Saffron, and almoſt. 
every Thing we want: And in ſhoxt, will 
ſoon make a Paradiſe of our Country. And 
now, Sir, review this Scheme in your Public 
Capacity. While you were in the Country, 
you approved of it: And I doubt not but 
you have talked it over with ſome. of your 
Brother Senators. If it be rational and prac- 
ticable,, let it be done: If not, let it be un- 
done. You know that 1 had no end in pub- 


| liſhing this, but to promote the good of my 


County: and to convince r what Power 
Bout Commands have over 


0 
r 


NVv. 26, 1 741. 
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; Dos W130 d end moſt Obedient Servant, 
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A SCHEME for a Return to 
be made by the Commiſſioners to the 
Honourable Houſe of Commons, 


Dioceſe of J. 
Pariſh of Meggo. Mic 


INo. of [Worth an] The whole. The Tithe 


Town-lands, Acres. Acre. 6 4 
| 2 re 
Ballygon, 600 6 180 iS o 
Sorolay, 750 5 © | 187 10 18 15 © 
Knocklam, | 300] 4 Oo | bo of 6 o 
Fobſtown, | 530| 8 0212 021 4 6 
Milbeg, | 800] 6 6 | 260 26 © 
Denno, 440] 201 66 o| 6 12 © 
Riſhal, 670] 5 6 | 184 518 8 6 
All [40go] [1149 15[114 19 6 


This Pariſh conſiſts of a Rectory and a 
Vicarage. Two thirds of the Tithe belong 
to the Rectory and one third to the Vicarage. 
The Rectory is Impropriate, and part of the 
Eſtate of T. T. Eſq; and the Vicarage is 
now in Poſſeſſion of Fobn Mowbray, Clerk. 
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